
In oil and natural gas drilling, there is plenty of heavy lifting and this calls for reliable cranes, picker 
trucks and other equipment that can move, lift and lower loads efficiently.  The crane’s capacity to 
securely lift and transport these components is necessary for the productivity of drilling teams.  In order 
to carry and transport the thousands of pounds of equipment that they’re required to move, these picker 
trucks are mounted on extremely powerful trucks.  Their long reach ensures secure and trustworthy 
handling of the large and cumbersome supplies utilized in the drilling project.

A boom truck is a commercial, truck-mounted crane with a rotating superstructure, a fixed or telescopic 
boom, operating machinery, and one or more operator’s stations mounted on a frame attached to a 
commercial truck chassis.  This truck has a payload hauling capability with a power source that powers 
the crane.  Its function is to lift, lower, and swing loads, requiring the use of outriggers and stabilizers.

An oilfield winch tractor is a semi-truck equipped with one or more winches. It’s used to handle many 
different transporting jobs in an oilfield. It has a fifth wheel which can be used with trailers. 
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A drilling rig is a machine that makes boreholes or shafts within the ground.  Based on the nature of the 
hole needed, they can range in size from a solo operator drilling unit to enormous structures that require 
more than forty workers. A drilling rig is too large to be transported on one vehicle. The rig is brought to 
the location and constructed onsite. Picker trucks, boom trucks, winch tractors, suction device units and 
bed trucks are just a few of the custom trucking units that are used in the oilfield. These massive units 
haul all forms of oilfield equipment, as well as stand them up and position them in place. 

Oil and natural gas drilling is the process of boring into the formation to establish a well.   
A pump is then connected to the tubing in the hole and oil and natural gas is forced to the surface.

A bed truck is really a tractor or semi-truck equipped with a bed for carrying cargo and a winch,  
situated behind the cab, which is used for self-loading.  The winch is not required but may be  
installed on the truck. 
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Workers and equipment must be transported to and from well sites.  Wells are often located in remote 
areas, and require traveling long distances, often over secondary and lease roads, to get to the sites.  
Highway vehicle crashes are the leading cause of worker fatalities in the oil and natural gas industry. 



Prior to drilling for oil and natural gas, a hydrovac truck is used to reveal anything beneath the soil 
that could pose a hazard. By combining water and detrimental stress instrument technologies, the 
hydrovac truck breaks up the soil, which is then put through the truck’s impressive detrimental stress 
instrument. This process makes it possible to locate and avoid pipelines, power lines, cables and 
other underground structures.

A well servicing rig is a very versatile piece of equipment that is used from the beginning to the end 
of a well’s life.  After a new well is drilled, a servicing rig is used to complete the well by laying down 
pipe through a process called well completion.  Throughout the life of the oil or gas well, maintenance 
and stimulation work, known as workovers, are required to ensure the oil or natural gas well is flowing 
efficiently and effectively.  

A cost- and time-effective solution for well intervention operations, coiled tubing is inserted into 
the wellbore against the pressure of the well.  The coiled tubing is a continuous length of steel or 
composite tubing that is flexible enough to be wound on a large reel for transportation. 

Servicing activity might call for specialized hot oiling trucks to maintain production.  These extremely 
specialized units circulate heated fluid (typically oil) through production tubing to remove and 
dissolve paraffin deposits. Deposits begin to develop when there are large differences in temperature 
within the production system.  

A wireline truck carries all the cabling equipment as well as logging equipment that makes a detailed 
record of the geologic formation of the well.  The truck also carries seismic equipment used to create 
geologic outlines and sonic and ultrasonic equipment.  Workers can sit inside the truck and perform 
necessary evaluations for recovering oil and natural gas.  Wireline services also include pipe recovery 
and evaluation of rock properties in a fossil fuel reservoir.
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The stage in the process when the drilling is complete and it’s time to make the well ready for production.  
This involves preparing the bottom of the hole, running production tubing and its associated tools downhole 
in order for oil and/or natural gas to begin flowing from the well head.  

After a well goes into production, unexpected events may occur, requiring modification of the well in order to 
achieve optimal production.  This is called well intervention.  Many times, at the slightest hint that there may 
be a problem with a producing well, well intervention solutions are sought. 
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